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groves of trees, with tufts of leaves, as his visions had foretold,
gratified his astonished but delighted sight. Beneath the foliage,
sheltered from the vertical sun, hung large clusters of fruit,
much larger than he had ever seen in his own country of the
interior, of green, yellow, and red colours, and others apparently
black. There were no human beings on the coast, but a vast
number of wild beasts such as leopards, bears, sloths, and
elephants. To climb the Coconut tree (the promised source
of health) was then unknown, and considered beyond the power
of mortal man; but as fire had been pointed out as the means
of obtaining its fruit, the rajah's followers made one. Scarcely
had an hour elapsed after the fire had been kindled that was
to fell the pride of the coast and the most valuable boon of
nature to the Indian world, ere, with a tremendous crash, the
tree became prostrate upon the earth, whence, from its capacious
and verdant crest, crept out creatures innumerable, large blue
scorpions, brown and yellow centipedes, snakes of various hues—
from the polonga to the less dreadful rat-snake; blue, black,
green, and yellow beetles, tarantulas, and other spiders, of all
sorts and sizes and colours; whilst, running from leaf to leaf,
the detested rat seemed to imitate the motions and equal in
agility the beautiful three-striped squirrel, or lena, of this
paradise (as the glad rajah and his suite at that time considered
it) of the universe. The novel fruit was at first with some
difficulty opened; but the rajah's superstitions were more
powerful than even the effects of hunger itself. With awe ho
approached the beach, over which wave followed wave in quick
succession; whilst the surf beat with violence against the roots
of these stately trees, which seemed to thx'ive best where no
other tree of any utility whatever could survive even a temporary
sprinkling from the briny spray. Mute with astonishment at
the vast expanse of ocean, which he then for the first time
approached, the rajah bent to taste the liquid aliment. It was
as his vision prognosticated. Again his wonder was increased,
but his faith had kept pace with it, in the full belief that ' ere
the great moon had thrice given and refused her light' he would
be cleansed from his foul distemper, and his disrespectful
demeanour under the sacred Bogaha, which had originally drawn
clown upon him the anger of the * All-seeing,' be forgiven.
Having once commenced, the rajah and his followers continued

